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rickets, with neither of which has it any feature in
common beyond the softened condition of the bone and, in
some degree, in its porosity. Rickets in young sheep is
very common in certain poor districts of England and Scot-
land, but both in its clinical and pathological characters it
differs essentially from the malady under discussion.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,

Royal Veterinary College, Edin., April 8th, 1889.
THOMAS WALLEY,

Principal.

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. )

The Respite of Charles Parton.
THE Home Secretary has given effect to the recommenda

tion of the jury and the memorials forwarded to him on be
half of the convict Charles Parton, who will in all probability
spend the remainder of his life in penal servitude. Tli!
chief point of medical interest in the case is the use o
chloral for criminal purposes, which is at least rare, if no
unique. The experience of criminal courts shows that ! (
novel method of crime, and especially a poison seldom use(
previously, is apt to find a host of imitators among those of

the criminal classes who are not to be deterred even by pena
servitude for life, or even the gallows, when excited b3
cupidity, lust, or other motive. Hence the importance on

safeguarding so far as is possible the sale of chloral. Partor
obtained it by theft, but it was open to him to liave
purchased it had he wished, the only restriction as tc

quantity being at the discretion of the chemist to whom he
applied. It is to be hoped that the whole medical history oi
the case will be given to the medical press in all its details,
as it is full of instruction and interest to house surgeons,
pathologists, medical jurists, and the profession generally.

The Health of Wavertree.
Dr. Harvey, the medical officer of health for Wavertree

has issued his report for the year 1888. Fifty years ago
Wavertree was a small village, whose name was spelt and
pronounced "Wa’tree," to which invalids and children were
sent from Liverpool for convalescence from fevers and other
ailments. It is rapidly becoming part of Liverpool, but
Dr. Harvey’s report shows how healthy a near suburb of so
large a town as Liverpool may be made by careful attention
to sanitation. He estimates the population for 1888 at
14,300, being an average of 51/2 persons per inhabited house ;
201 deaths from all causes were registered during the year,
a decrease of 71 as compared with the previous year, a death-
rate of 14’05per 1000. With the exception of 1879, when it was
13’4 per 1000, the death-rate for 1888 was the lowest for ten
years past. During the year there were reported to him
16 cases of typhoid fever, of which 5 were fatal. Of
scarlet fever 48 cases were either reported or came to his
knowledge, only 3 of which proved fatal ; of 11 cases of

diphtheria, 3 were fatal; while only 1 death took place
from measles, a striking contrast to the previous year, in
which there were 26 deaths from this disease. There was
not a single case of small-pox, and it is interesting to note
that, of the total of 415 children born, 347 were successfully
vaccinated, 26 died unvaccinated, 21 were postponed, 2
had removed to other districts, and the addresses of 12
were unknown, leaving only 7 cases in which the certificate
had yet to be received.

Death o )f iTIr. Watling, .31. R. C.S.
Within the last few days Mr. John William Henry

Watling has passed away. He commenced practice in
lVavertree forty-eight years ago, and till very recently held
the offices of parochial district medical officer and public
vaccinator. He was much respected, and his funeral was
attended by many of the leading inhabitants.

Accident to Dr. Twyford of St. Helens.
Last week Dr. Twyford, a leading practitioner at St.

Helens, and J.P. for Lancashire, received very severe

injuries from a carriage accident. It has fortunately
turned out that Dr. Twyford’s condition is less serious than
was at first feared, and from the recent reports he is
evidently progressing favourably.

Taco Cases of Po’isoning.
The city coroner held inquests to-day in two cases of

poisoning. In the first a brickmaker added one more to the

many victims of carbolic acid poisoning, he having taken it
in mistake for whisky. In spite of medical assistance he
died in the workhouse hospital soon after taking the poison.
The other case was that of laudanum poisoning. The
deceased, a married woman aged fifty-seven, living apart
from her husband, had become recently strange in her
manner, and was found on Sunday morning, by her land-
lady, in bed, breathing with difficulty, a bottle labelled
poison being near the bed. Medical assistance was pro-
cured ; but, in spite of all efforts, death took place.
Liverpool, April 9th.

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Nemeastle.
A PUBLIC MEETING of the working men of Wallsend and

Willington Quay districts has been convened to consider
the desirability of establishing an infirmary for the district.
It is not unlikely that the workmen of these large industrial
centres will soon accomplish their aims in this respect,
seeing that their brethren on the opposite bank of the
Tyne have long since provided adequate medical accommo-
dation for their sick and disabled.-The annual meeting of
the Newcastle Invalid Society has been held. This society
does a large amount of useful work for the sick poor at a
small outlay. It provides and lends such articles as air- and
water-beds, bath chairs, &c., not only to the sick poor of
Newcastle and its suburbs, but also to patients in distant
parishes of Northumberland and Durham, and it has sent
from sixty to seventy poor people to the country or seaside,
and these sojourns have been of great benefit to the poor.-
I notice that Mr. T. F. May, a highly respected general
practitioner in Newcastle, has been presented with an
address and handsome testimonial by the workmen of the
Elswick Coal Company’s ambulance class. Mr. May has
been the chief surgeon to the company for many years, and
for the last four years he has given gratuitous ambulance
instruction to the men.

Hagh Death-rate at Alnwick.
At the last meeting of theAlnwickLocal Board, Dr. Easton,

the medical officer of health, stated that the mortality
)f the past month was equivalent to an annual rate of
i2 per 1000 of the population, while the birth-rate for the
iame period was only 19. It was proposed and carried at
.he same meeting to inquire into the cause of this extra-
ordinarily high death-rate.

Middlesbrough.
The annual court of governors has been held of the

North Riding Infirmary, Middlesbrough, and the report
howed that the number of in-patients treated had been
94, or 100 more than in 1886, which had hitherto held the
ighest record. The out-patients were 1106, an increase of 99
n the previous year. The gross receipts of the late bazaar
(ere &pound;1354, which, after deducting expenses and paying off a
ebt of &pound;634, left a balance to the credit of the current year

&pound;487. A vote of thanks was passed to the house surgeon
nd other officers for their services during the past year.
Newcastle-on-Tyne, April 10th.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.;

EDINBURGH.

The Craiglockhart Hills.
SOMEONE greatly interested in the question of the Craig-

lockhart Hills and the Royal Asylum recently took the
trouble to make excursions to the seven (or eight) Edinburgh
hills of which so much has been talked and written of late.
The results of these rambles are given in an article in the
Scotsman of April 8th. The writer of this article considers
that far too much fuss has been made about the benefits

conferred on the citizens of Edinburgh by the accluisition ofall the hill ground, and he points out that open spaces near
crowded dwelling places are utilised to an enormously
greater extent than are these high grounds which surround
the city. He says of one of his excursions: " What was our
amazement and disgust to find only a dozen on the Castle



762

ramparts, a hundred or so on the Carlton-hill, and a few
hundreds on the higher slopes of the Salisbury Crags and
Arthur’s Seat, a score or two on Blackford, six boys on
the Rraids, and just two old gentlemen trying to breast
the northern slope of Eastern Craiglockhart, while not
one curious or covetous citizen was prospecting the

newly offered Western Craiglockhart to see if the goodly
prospects and the fresh air of its summit were worth
the :B2S0 a year which it is to cost the city." He
then goes on to compare these few wanderers with the
large numbers of men, women, and children who simply
swarmed and looked happy in the lower lying but more
accessible Harrison-park and meadows. Anyone who has
rambled around Edinburgh will be able to bear this out
most completely, and it certainly does seem not only
unreasonable but unjustifiable to keep out from the eighth
hill large numbers of folk, feeble in mind and body, who
can, and do at present, use this one hill more than all the
other seven, which are frequented by the whole of the
citizens of Edinburgh. It is to be hoped that wiser
counsels will prevail, and that even the &pound;350 now offered
by the town will be insufficient to tempt the city parish
managers to deprive the poorhouse and asylum inmates of
what has to them been an inestimable boon.

Thr late JJ1r. Robert Hogue, Dentist.
On the first of the month there passed from amongst us

the patriarch of the dental profession in Edinburgh. Mr.
Robert Hogue was ninety-seven years of age, as he was
born on Dec. 6th, 1792. Few men have the opportunity of
seeing so many changes in any profession as Mr. Hogue saw
in that of dentistry ; and certainly few men have been able
to add so much and to keep themselves so thoroughly
abreast of all advances as he has. Several operations were
devised by him, and numerous instruments and appliances
used in modern dentistry owe their introduction to the
skill and ingenuity of a man who found the dental surgery
of the period at which he entered it, comparable to the
present-day art and science, pretty much as was the art of
the barber a couple of hundred years ago to present-day
surgery.

Medical Examinations at the University and Colleges.
During the last fortnight examinations have been going

on in the University and in the Colleges for medical
degrees and diplomas. The official list of passes at the first
professional examination was published this morning. The
lists of the second professional passes are appearing each
day, and the examinations for the triple qualifications are
also in full swing. There certainly seems to be no falling
off in the numbers of candidates presenting themselves for
examination at the various boards, but the percentage of
failures appears to be, if anything, rather higher than usual.
Edinburgh, April 9th. -

GLASGOW.

Health Statistics.

During the fortnight ending March 23rd there were
registered in Glasgow 634 deaths, representing a death-rate
of 31-2 per 1000 living, in place of 27’9 in the previous fort-
night. As compared with the corresponding period of last
year, the death-rate was 4-2 per 1000 higher, a difference
wholly due to the present epidemic fatality of measles and
whooping-cough. Of the total deaths in the past fortnight
51’2 per cent. occurred in those below five years of age; of
72 fatal cases of measles, 68 were children under five years,
the average age being 19’8 months; of 41 fatal cases of

whooping-cough, 35 were childien below five years, their
average age being only seventeen months and a half. This
enormous mortality from these affections is due chiefly to
the prevailing north-east winds, and also to the fact that
the lower and poorer districts of the city are now involved
in the epidemic.

Spring Professional Examinations.
No fewer than 715 men are up for examination at the

University at present-433 for the preliminary, 130 for the
first professional, 66 for the second, and 86 for the third.

Wretched and Insanitary Dwellings.
From a report presented to the Town Council by its

Health Committee, it is clear that, notwithstanding the
twenty years’ existence of a City Improvement Trust, and
the levying of an Improvement Tax of from 2d. to 6d. in
the pound for that length of time, not a little remains to

be done in the way of housing the very poor in such a
manner that ordinary cleanliness and morality become at
least possible.

A Year’s Crime in Glasgow.
The criminal statistics for 1888 may be read in connexion

with the report just referred to on insanitary dwellings ;
there is probably some sort of connexion between them.
In Glasgow the apprehensions last year numbered 47,960,
being an increase over the previous year of 3102,
consisting of 209 cases of crime and 2893 offences. Com-
pared with the last ten years, the year 1888 occupied
a very bad pre-eminence. It was the second highest
in the decade, and was 7116 above the year 1885 and
10,094 above 1879. These figures were absolutely ap-
palling, the apprehensions in Glasgow being equal to 8
per cent. of the entire population, and if those under
thirteen years were excluded the apprehensions would be
equal to 12 ; per cent. of the adult population. The
criminal returns for Edinburgh last year showed that there
were 8186 apprehensions, being a proportion of 3’1 of the
population, against 8 for Glasgow. The number of appre-
hensions in Edinburgh was the lowest for thirty-three years,
and that for 1888 was an improvement even upon 1887,
while Glasgow had to acknowledge that the tide of crime
and offences seemed to be surging upwards and onwards.

It is stated that Dr. Wallace, late of Newton-place, has
resigned the chair of Midwifery in Anderson’s College.
Partly on account of the state of his health, Dr. Wallace
went to reside during the winter months in the suburbs of
London; but he has now decided to begin consulting
practice in the West-end of the metropolis.
Glasgow, April 9th. -

ABERDEEN.

The Aberdeen University.
The graduation ceremony in Medicine took place at

Marischal College on Wednesday, the 3rd inst. Principal
Geddes addressed the graduates, of whom there were twenty-
seven, who received the degrees of M.B. and C.M., and
three gentlemen were promoted to the degree of M.D.
Mr. A. R. Cushny graduated with " highest academical
honours," and Mr. Angus McGillivray with "honourable
distinction." The diploma in Public Health was conferred
on Alexander L. Duke, M.B., C.M., John Wright Mason,
M.B., C.M., and Surgeon-Major W, E. Webb, M.D. At
the close of his address Principal Geddes said : "I trust,
gentlemen, you will preserve a kindly feeling towards,
and a loyal remembrance of, your alma mater; and
though you are to leave her now, you will have the
satistaction of leaving the medical school flourishing
as it never flourished before. I do not refer to the
number of students, though they are multiplying, nor to the
accession of buildings ...nd laboratories which we look
forward to as about to be added this summer to the
University ; but I refer to the excellent work done by the
various medical professors, and especially to the splendid
literary evidence of laborious and victorious research given
to the world by two of their number,-the Professor of
Natural History and the Professor of Pathology. I con-
gratulate these gentlemen on their admirable productions,
which have added to the fame of the University, and I con-
gratulate the school in possessing upon its staff such
expositors of science."--At a meeting of the Senatus held
on Saturday, Professor Stephenson was re-elected Dean of
the Faculty of Medicine. At the same meeting the Senatus
accepted a portrait of the late Professor Brazier, presented
on behalf of the medical students of 1888-89.

The Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
At a recent meeting the directors of the Royal Infirmary

resolved by a majority of 6 to 3 not to have "lock wards" in
the new buildings. The subject is to be brought before a
general meeting of the managers to be held on Friday.

Students and Infectious Diseases.
At a meeting of the Public Health Committee held on

the 3rd inst., a letter was read from Professor Struthers on
behalf of the Senatus of the Aberdeen University, asking
whether arrangements could be made before the opening of
the summer session on the 22nd inst. for the admission of
students for clinical instruction to the City (Epidemic) Hos-
pital. The committee, while agreeing generally as to the
principle of admitting students to such institutions, thought
it advisable, before coming to any decision on the question,
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to have a report from Dr. Matthew Hay, the medical officer
of health, as to the practice prevailing in other cities, such
as Edinburgh, Glasgow, &c.

Tlte j}[easles Epidemic.
The number of cases of measles reported last week was

sixty, being eight less than previously reported.
Aberdeen, April 9th. 

_______

DUBLIN.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Royal Unil:Crs-ity of Ire 7a nd.
A MEETING of Convocation has been held for the purpose

of electing two representatives on the Senate. There wer,
three candidates-viz., Dr. Thomson, Dr. Sinclair, an(

Mr. Farrelly; the result of the voting being as follows-
Dr. Thomson, 522 ; Dr. Sinclair, 493 ; Mr. Farrelly, 93
The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 11 Tlia-
the meeting of Convocation desires to place on record its
sense of the loss the University has sustained by the deatl
of the Rev. Dr. Porter, President of the Queen’s College
Belfast, and tenders to his widow and family its warmest
sympathy and condolence in their bereavement." " Some
notices of motion were proposed by Dr. Roche, but, n01
being seconded, fell through, and the proceedings terminated.

Royal College oj ,S’zergeoras izz Ireland.
At a meeting of the Council last week, Messrs. Ledwich,

Broomfield, and Knott were duly elected College Anatomists,
on the understanding that the Scheme of Amalgamation of
the Medical Schools comes into operation.

G’on’oirat Examination: Colleges of Physicians and
Surgeons.

The committee of management have adopted a resolution
in reference to the regulations of the Final Examination of
the Conjoint Scheme between the two Colleges. This has
been adopted by the Council of the College of Surgeons,
and when similarly dealt with by the Fellows of the
College of Physicians will permit candidates to present
themselves for examination in the various subjects of the
Final Examination at succeeding terms.

Adelaide Hospital, Dublin.
The managing committee are making a special appeal for

funds to payoff a debt of some &pound;3000 which has been
incurred. The resources of the hospital last year fell below
the average for many years by &pound;1000, while the fitting up
and furnishing of the Nurses’ Home cost a considerable
sum. The hospital is one of the finest and best managed in
Dublin, and that the surgical work of late years has in-
creased largely is evidenced by the fact that whilst in 1882
the capital operations numbered 85, last year they amounted
to 313. As the committee point out, the hospital has now
become a national institution, for patients from every
county in Ireland are daily in its wards, as well as many
admitted from Wales, England, and Scotland.

St. Patrick’s (Sicift’s) Hospitalfoi, the Insane.
During last year the percentage of recoveries on the total

number in the asylum was 10’9s, and on admissions 52-63.
The percentage of deaths on admissions was 36’84, and on
the total number in asylum, 7’68. The principal forms of
mental disorder in patients admitted during 1888 were
recurrent mania, acute and chronic melancholia, and
delusional insanity.

MonKstown Hospital, co. Dublin.
A Miss Hall having recently provided funds for the entire

furnishing of one of the private wards in this institution,
the ward in question has been entitled the " Hall Ward,"
and the donor elected a life governor. The committee pro-
pose to provide additional accommodation for lavatories and
to erect an observation ward for doubtful cases.

Execution by Hanging.
Peter Stafford was hanged in Kilmainham Gaol yesterday

for murder. He was eleven stone in weight, and the rope by
which he was hung gave him a fall of six feet six inches.
This was evidently too long a drop, inasmuch as the right
side of the neck was torn from the windpipe to the back,
rupturing the cervical muscles and the blood vessels of the
neck. The spinal cord was ruptured, and death must
have been almost instantaneous.
Dublin, April 9th.

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Poisonioag by Digitalis.
SOME of your readers will probably remember the case of

Dr. Couty de la Pommerais, who about twenty years ago
was condemned and executed on the charge of having
poisoned his mistress, Madame de Pauw, with digitalis.
This cause c&eacute;l&egrave;bre inspired Professor Brouardel with
some curious reflections, which he gave utterance to in a
lecture on toxicology recently delivered at the Faculty of
Medicine, and which may be found interesting. There
exists, said Dr. Brouardel, some flaw or uncertainty in this
affair. It is probable, he added, that the accused was
really guilty. But the question remained as to whether
Madame de Pauw was really poisoned with digitalis. It is
unfortunately impossible to isolate this vegetable poison
by chemical reagents ; it was therefore necessary in this
case to have recourse to physiological tests. With
extracts taken from the body of the victim, a frog
was poiscnecl ; it died with the heart in a state of
systole. A dog was also injected with two grammes of
an extract which had been obtained by scraping the
floor which was soiled with the vomited matter. At the
necropsy, the ventricles of the heart were found contracted
and the auricles dilated. It was concluded from these
experiments that Madame de Pauw had succumbed to

poisoning by digitaline. Dr. Robert, pharmacien of the
Hotel Dieu at the time, performed some very interesting
experiments, with the view of enlightening the tribunal as
to the real cause of death in this case, but no heed was paid
to his representations. He showed that the extracts
obtained from the scrapings of any wooden floor produced
the same phenomena. He stated that, when organic
matters are in a state of decomposition, there are produced
toxic substances which he did not know, but the action of
which killed frogs, in cardiac systole, as does digitalis.
Now, however, observed Dr. Brouardel, we know that these
organic matters may produce alkaloids, the character of
which approaches to a large extent that of vegetable
alkaloids, and which are termed "ptomaines."

Two Cases of Laparotomy.
Dr. Pinard recently read a note at the Academy of Medi-

cine on two Cases of Extra-uterine Pregnancy having
evolved to the full term, for which he performed laparotomy
in both cases about two months after the death of the
fuetus. The patients did well after the operation and were
quite cured. Dr. Pinard employed a saturated watery
solution of naphthol, which he prefers to all antiseptics
in vogue, as being less dangerous, at least in these cases.
In a third case which had been previously communicated to
the Academy, Dr. Pinard practised elytrotomy in preference
to laparotomy. In these three cases the placenta, rendered
aseptic, was left behind without evil results.

Dr. Schwartz’s Scientific Mission.
Dr. Schwartz has recently returned from his scientific

mission to Austria, Germany, and Russia, an account of
which he read before the Medical Society of the Sixth
Arrondissement. He said he had visited the hospitals and
the clinics of Vienna, Warsaw, Moscow, and of St. Peters-
burg, where lie had seen the most daring operations per-
formed. Professor Sclifassowski, one of the most celebrated
surgeons of Russia, pupil of the great Pirogon, performed
an operation on a patient who had arrived the day before
’rom Irkoutsk, in Siberia, a distance of 15,000 leagues.
Dr. Schwartz admired the ability of the surgeons, and the
)rganisation of certain clinics and hospitals. He was con-
inced, however, that French science had nothing to envy
n other nations, and that the masters of the French school

at least as able and as successful as their neighbours.
Death of M. Cltevreatl.

The state of health of M. Chevreul had for some days
een causing some anxiety among his friends, as he hadeen labouring under great prostration, and was not able to
ake nourishment. The venerable centenarian lost a son
,bout a fortnight ago aged seventy years, but the sad event
,as not communicated to the father, as it was feared that
he shock might be too great for him. On the 3rd inst.
1. Chevreul returned from his visit to the Eiffel Tower, in
he progress of which he had taken great interest, in a state
f great exhaustion. His medical attendant was summoned,


